The Easter Bunny Hates You!

Part 1 (Create Tension & Mingle):  Write “Who or what is the Easter Bunny?” on the board.  Get guesses and ideas from the class.  Tell the class everybody will be given a card.  On the card is different information about the Easter Bunny.  Be sure to explain that since these are people’s ideas they may not be correct.  Pre-teach the necessary vocabulary. 

Hand out the cards.  Be sure to tell students that you will take the cards back, so they must remember the information.  Demonstrate the activity to the students.

This is a mingle activity.  The students should talk to each other and find out what everybody knows about the Easter Bunny and who or what they think it is.  They should repeat their information and incorporate anybody else’s information that they’ve learned (That’s the part you really need to demonstrate).  Usually I set a time limit for this of about 5-10 minutes depending on class size.  This way the students feel a bit more rushed and won’t just stand in a circle and explain their cards one by one.  The goal is to get student’s to explain their emerging sketch of the Easter Bunny rather than just repeat the info on the cards.  If your students are not familiar with mingling, as many Turkish students aren’t, sometimes it helps to direct this.  Tell the students to find a partner and give them 30 seconds to share their info then say “Switch.”  Give the next pair 1 minute and so on, always telling the students when to switch.

Hopefully some students will use some possibility phrases with maybe, probably, might, must, etc.  Highlight these on the board.  If not you will have to provide this language when appropriate.  
Now put the students in groups of 3 - 4 and have them compile all the info they’ve acquired.  Write these three questions on the board:  “Who or what is the Easter Bunny?”,  “What does he/she/it look like?”, and “What does he/she/it do?”  Give the students 5-10 minutes to prepare a report on their opinions and then have them present their ideas to the class, preferably using language of possibility.

Auxiliary Vocabulary – to hide, a basket, a mall, a miracle, magical, a creature, a yard, a bow tie, a tradition, (adj) pagan,

Student 1:  

What do you know?  Your family just moved to America from China.  You have never heard of the Easter Bunny.

What have you seen?  Nothing.

Student 2:  

What do you know?  The Easter Bunny comes to your house the night before Easter and hides baskets full of candy all over the house.  

What have you seen?  You always try to stay up really late the night before Easter, but you always fall asleep.  When you wake up the baskets are already hidden.

Student 3:  

What do you know?  Your dad told you that the Easter Bunny isn’t real.  He said you shouldn’t believe in such silly things.

What have you seen?  Nothing.

Student 4:  

What do you know?  The Easter Bunny always brings you baskets of candy the night before Easter.  He visits all the kids in your neighborhood.  Sometimes you trade the candy you don’t like with friends for candy that you do like.

What have you seen?  You’ve seen the Easter Bunny at the mall, but you know that he isn’t the real Easter Bunny.  Nobody has seen the real Easter Bunny because he is magic.  Your mom told you people dress up like him just for fun for the kids.

Student 5:  

What do you know?  Easter is a very special day because Jesus rose from the dead on this day.  The Easter Bunny is a reminder of this miracle.  He brings happiness to children.

What have you seen?  You’ve never seen him in person, but in pictures he looks kind of like a half person half rabbit.

Student 6:  

What do you know?  Your older brother told you that the Easter Bunny isn’t real, but you don’t believe him.  The Easter Bunny always hides your basket in your room, but you never hear him.  Only a magical creature could hide your basket in your room at night without waking you.

What have you seen?  Nothing.

Student 7:  

What do you know?  The Easter Bunny hides painted eggs in your yard the night before Easter and you have to find them with your brothers and sisters in the morning.

What have you seen?  One time you woke up in the middle of the night and saw a big white shape moving around in the yard at night.  It was dark, so it was hard to see, but you are pretty sure it was the Easter Bunny.
Student 8:  

What do you know?  The Easter Bunny is a magical creature that visits children once a year to give them candy.  It would be very difficult for one bunny to visit every child’s house in the world, so you think that there is more than one Easter Bunny or that he has many helpers.

What have you seen? You’ve only seen pictures in stories.  He always wears a bow tie around his neck.

Student 9:  

What do you know?  Your mom said that the Easter Bunny is an old pagan tradition.  Before Christianity peopled believed in many gods and one of them was Eostre.  Later the church got angry with people and decided to make Easter a Christian holiday.  The Church said people should only believe in one god.  Your mom says the Easter Bunny is just a story for children.

What have you seen?  Nothing.

Student 10:  

What do you know?  The Easter Bunny comes to your house on Easter morning and hides eggs in your yard.  The Easter Bunny is very busy, so when he comes your parents make you stay inside the house.  

What have you seen?  You’ve seen the Easter Bunny through the windows, but he is always far away.  Also, strangely enough, your uncle Steve is always missing during this time.  
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