The Easter Bunny Hates You!

Part 2 (Satisfying Curiosity & Personalization): Give the students the wikipedia reading (pre-int) or the mother’s explanation reading (Int) depending on their level.  Have them compare their ideas to the real thing.  Answer any questions the students have about Easter or the Easter Bunny and open up discussions on holdiays and traditions in your students’ country.

Auxiliary Vocabulary (Pre-Int): a nest, to depict, to spread, an origin, edible, to consider, a legend, to trace 
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	The Easter Bunny (or Easter Hare) is a character depicted as a human-like rabbit. In legend, the creature brings baskets filled with colored eggs, candy and toys to the homes of children on the night before Easter. The Easter Bunny will either put the baskets in a designated place or hide them somewhere in the house for the children to find when they wake up in the morning.

The Easter Bunny is very similar to Santa Claus, as they both bring gifts to good children on the night before their respective holiday. Its origin, mentioned in print as early as 1620, can be traced to the German fertility goddess Ēostre.




Origins

The Easter Bunny as an Easter symbol seems to have its origins in Alsace and southwestern Germany, where it was first mentioned in German writings in the 1600s. The first edible Easter Bunnies were made in Germany during the early 1800s and were made of pastry and sugar.

The Easter Bunny was introduced to America by the German settlers who arrived in the Pennsylvania Dutch country during the 1700s. The arrival of the Easter Bunny was considered one of "childhood's greatest pleasures," similar to the arrival of Santa Claus on Christmas Eve.

According to the tradition, children would build brightly colored nests, often out of hats, in secret areas of their homes. The Easter Bunny would, if the children had been good, lay brightly colored eggs in the nest. As the tradition spread, the nest has become the manufactured, modern Easter basket, and the placing of the nest in a secret area has become the tradition of hiding baskets. 

Who is the Easter Bunny?

"Who is the Easter Bunny?" my daughter asked me the other day.

"Well...he's a big rabbit who delivers eggs?"

"How do you know he's a boy?"

"Well..."

"What's the Easter Bunny's name?"

"Ummm...Easter Bunny!" 

"What does he look like? Can you show me a picture of him?" 
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My 6-year-old daughter poses a good question: Who is the Easter Bunny? Is he a rabbit who makes chicken sounds and lays Cadbury eggs? Or is he simply an anthropomorphic bunny who hops from house to house delivering baskets? The rabbits who make the rounds at egg hunts and hang out at shopping malls lead us to believe this. He's got white fluffy fur, ears that stand up tall, and maybe a goofy bow tie.

Santa Claus is clearly defined in books, in movies, in our minds. He's a man who wears a red suit with black boots. He rides in a sleigh--unless he's in Hawaii where he gets around on a surfboard--that's led by reindeer. He's married to Mrs. Claus and together they live in the North Pole with a bunch of elves. Where does the Easter Bunny live? Is he married? Who helps him out?

The Easter Bunny occasionally pops up in movies--though often the interpretations are unfavorable. Remember the scene in Mallrats? Jay and Silent Bob beat up the Easter Bunny. And in Bill and Ted's Bogus Journey there's the scene where a demented bunny shows up to punish Ted for stealing his little brother Deacon's basket years earlier. A more positive portrayal might be the six-foot, three-and-a-half-inch rabbit that earned Jimmy Stewart a Best Actor nomination for the film Harvey. 

As for kid-appropriate bunny flicks, there are few. The 1977 the Easter Bunny Is Coming to Town stars an animated Fred Astaire and tells a predictable story of a bunny named Sunny who "invents" the tradition of passing out gifts in baskets to children. It's the Easter Beagle, Charlie Brown is a far better children's Easter special--though in this Charles Schulz film a dog is delivering the eggs. Now that's confusing!

Next Easter two new movies might help clear up some questions--or confuse us more. According to the Hollywood Reporter, Sony Animation is making "Hip Hop," in which the Easter Bunny decides to retire and hides out as a domesticated pet with an ordinary suburban family. Illumination Entertainment is making "I Hop," in which the Easter Bunny is hit by a car, making it impossible to make his rounds and forcing the slacker who drove the car to deliver the eggs for him.

What's the origin of the Easter bunny anyway? The exact origin is unknown but ancient pre-Christian cultures, regarded the rabbit and his close cousin, the hare, as a herald of spring. Bunnies are famous for their skill in reproducing so they were seen as symbols of spring's promise of new life.

The Germans in the 16th century incorporated the old pagan view of the hare into a slightly modified new role as Oschter Haws, who was believed to lay a nest of magically colored eggs for all the good girls and boys. When German settlers came to the U.S. colonies in the 1700s, they brought with them their Easter Bunny tradition. 
Are we certain the Easter Bunny is male? My all-time favorite Easter book, the Country Bunny and the Little Gold Shoes by Dubose Heyward, suggests that a female can deliver eggs. In this story, several bunnies deliver the eggs. The boastful jackrabbits and aristocratic snobby rabbits--all of them males--laugh when the Country Bunny tells them she will grow up to become to be one of the revered Easter Bunnies. They are wrong! The Country Bunny grows up, has children, and through the pure goodness of her heart and common sense catches the eye of the Wise Old Grandfather Bunny. Now this is a rabbit worth telling my daughter about.

What do you think? Who is the Easter Bunny? 
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