Songs That Tell a Story

Alan Sherman - Camp Grenada:  A funny tale about a boy at summer camp.

Beach Boys – Fun, Fun, Fun:  A young girl takes her dad’s car and goes for a joy ride.

Beach Boys – Lil Ol Lady from Pasadena:  Describes an old lady with a fast car.

Billy Joel – Only the Good Die Young:  A young  man who runs with a bad crowd tries to seduce a catholic girl.

Billy Joel – Piano Man:  The story of a man at a bar and the characters who are regulars there.

Blake Shelton – Ol’ Red:  Man goes to jail and escapes due to a dog.

Bob Seger – Turn the Page:  Life on tour.  A man struggles with life on the road.

Dave Matthews Band – Long Black Veil:  Tragic Love.  A falsely accused man is hung because his only alibi is that he was sleeping with his best friend’s wife during the murder and can’t say so.

Dixie Chics – Travelin Soldier:  A young girl falls in love and then later marries a boy sent off to war.

Drive-by Truckers – Sink Hole:  Class Struggle.  Man kills banker who wants to foreclose on his house.

Elvis Presely – In the Ghetto:  Social Responsibility.  Life in the Ghetto.  A baby is born in the ghetto and his life ends up wasted.

Everlast – White Trash Beautiful:  High school romance.  A woman marries a trucker.

Freakwater – Waitress Song:  A waitress sings about her difficult life.

Garth Brooks – The Thunder Rolls:  Wife waits for her cheating husband during a thunder storm.

Immortal Technique – Dance with the Devil:  A wannabe gangster joins a rough crew and ends up raping his own mother.

J. Frank Wilson – Last Kiss:  A man cradles his lover who dies as a result of a car crash they are in.

Jackopierce – September:  A prostitute kills a mark who tries to take advantage of her.

Jim Croce – Leroy Brown:  The town bad boy gets in a fight and loses.

Leadbelly/Led Zepplin – Gallows Pole:  A man pleads with the hangman to wait so his family can help him.  In the end the hangman accepts the bribes and hangs the man anyway.

Red Hot Chili Peppers – Under the Bridge:  Drug Addiction.  A man reminisces about the city he loves and how he lost himself to drugs.

Sublime – April 29th, 1992:  The L.A. Riots of 92 and one groups participation.

Tenesse Ernie Ford – 16 Tons:  Worker’s Struggle.  A man works for an exploitative company.

Tesla – Signs:  Hippies.  Stereotypes.  

Tori Amos – Me & a Gun:  Very personal story of her rape.

Tracy Chapman – Fast Car:  Girl runs away with boy to the big city.

Tragically Hip – 38 Years Old:  A man escapes from prison to see his family just for a bit.

Instrumentals
(Courtesy of Jeremy Harmer “How to Teach Writing” pg 65-66)

Maxwell Davies – Highland Wedding:  Describes a drunken party with a dawn hangover.

Prokofiev – Romeo & Juliet:  Describes Juliet.

Rachmaninov – Isle of the Dead:  Describes a bleak and desolate island.

Saint-Saen – Carnival of the Animals:  Describes what the name suggests.

Smetana – Vltava – Describes a river in the Czech Republic.

Vivaldi – Summer, Winter, Fall, Spring: Describes the four seasons.

